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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 060839 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, VT 

SUBJECT: VATICAN INQUIRY ON NATURE OF VICE PRESIDENT'S 
TRIP 

REF: ROME 3;88 


1 . YOU MAY REPLY TO BENELLI THAT WE CONSIDER THE RECENT 
VISIT OF VICE PRESENT MONDALE TO HAVE BEEN A WORKING VISIT 
TO ITALY, DURING WHICH HE WAS RECEIVED BY POPE PAUL IN A 
PRIVATE AUDIENCE. 

2. FYI: THE ABOVE DESCRIPTION IS CONSISTENT WITH BOTH US 
AND VATICAN ANNOUNCEMENTS AT THE TIME, AS WELL AS WITH 
LONGSTANDING PRACTICE IN THE CASE OF HIGH-LEVEL US VISITORS. 
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